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1. (U)   REFSKSnCES: 

a. Hth Armored Cavalry Regiment OrCRD 28-67 (Operation 
FARGO), 18 December 1967. 

b. Maps, Vietnam, 1:50,000, Series L7014 and L7016, Sheets 
6232 I, II; 6332 I, II, III, IV; 6333 II. 

2. (U)   TYFS OF OPERATION;    FARGO was primarily a reconnaissance 
in force operation coupled with a secondary mission of road clearing 
and road security. 

3. (U)   DAT3S OF OPERATION:    FARGO was conducted from 21 Dec 67 
to 21 Jan 68. " 

4«    (U)   LOCATION:   The neneral area of reconnaissance in force 
operations included the northern sector of Binh Lone Province and the 
northeastern sector of Tay Ninh Province.   Road clearinc operations 
were conducted along National Highway 13 between An toe (XT762907) 
and Loc Ninh (XU739098). 

5«    (U)   C0TO0L HEADQUARTERS:    The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment 
conducted Operation FARGO under the operational control of Headquarters, 
11 Field Force, Vietnam» 

6.    (U)   REPORTING OFFICER:    The reporting officer for this report 
is Colonel Jack MacFarlane, Commanding Officer, Hth Armored Cavalry 
Rocimont. 

1*   (0)   0M51AL:    Operation FARGO was undertaken to counter in- 
creased enemy activity in the newly-formed Jülitary Ro^ion 10 (Binh 
Lone and Phuoc Lone Provinces).   The operation was initiated by the 
1st and 2nd Squadrons and subsequently joined by the 3rd Squadron on 
30 Dec 67.   This was the first oporation since its deployment to 
Vietnam in which the re^imont was employed as a unit.   The first 
reconnaissance in force operation was initiated on 26 Dec 67 by the 
1st Squadron operating from Loc Ninh north alonn Highway 13 to the 
Cambodian border.   Romo Plow clorrinr operations alone Highway 13 
from An Loc to Loc. Ninh also bef.an on 26 Dec 67 and continued until 
12 Jan 68 when the mission was completed.   The regiment continued 
to conduct roconnaissanco in force operations until the termination 
of Operation FARGO on 21 Jan 68.    (Soo Annex A - Task Qrcanization) 

8.    (C)   INTELLIGENCE:   Operation FARGO carried the re;;ix:ent deep 
into the newly-formed Military Region 10, comprised of Binh Long and 
Phuoc Lons Province.   In this region, the 5th and 9th Viet Cons Di- 
visions and the 7th NVA Division were ablo to roact to regimental 
operations.  

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 
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b. Order of Battle: 

(1) 5th Viet Cone Division: Hq 5th VC Div was located 
northeast of Bu Dop Village (XU9729) alonr; the Cambodian border. The 
division was considered combat effective in personnel, equipment! and 
possibly training. Of the throe subordinate regiments, the 88th NVA 
Regiment was in the same General area, while the 275th VC Regiment 
operated south of Sons Be Villano (YU1708). These subordinate units 
had sustained heavy casualties in actions near Scn^ Be. However, by 
the start of Operation FARGO, these units had enjoyed sufficient time 
to retrain and recoup, especially in view of their proximity to the 
Cambodian infiltration routes. The 274th VC Ro~imont was operatinc 
on an independent mission in tho Hat Dich Aroa (YT3006) and did not 
influence regimental operations. 

(2) 9th Viet Cone Division: Hq 9th VC Div was located 
north to northeast of Loc Ninh Village alonr the Cambodian border. Its 
three subordinate ro&Lments were just insido Cambodia in a posture that 
threatened the Bu Dop-Bo Due aroa. The 9th VC Div was considered mar- 
ginally combat effective following severe losses in defoats at Loc 
Ninh and Bu Dop in late October and early December. The ability of 
this division to quickly regroup was displayed by the Now Year's Day 
attack on the US 25th Infantry Division Fire Support Base BURT (XT4980) 
noar the Fish Hook Region, southwest of tho Regimental Area of Opera- 
tions. Tho Viet Conn attacked with olements of the 271st and 272nd 
Vfl Recimonts, suffering a serious dofoat as the infantrymen • ounted 
382 Viet Cone bodies on tho battlefield. This rovorsal reduced tho 
possibility of tho 11th Armored Cavalry Rorimcnt ennacinc the 9th 
VC Div in a decisive action, as tho onomy had boon forced to with- 
draw and recoup. 

(3) 7th NVA Division: Only the 165th NVA Rorimcnt, 
located south of Chon Thanh Village (XT7762) astrido National High- 
way 13, was immediately available for employment in Military Rorion 
10« It was considered marcinally conibat effective following unsuc- 
cessful offenses alone National Hifhway 13 # Tho othor subordinate 
units, tho 101st NVA Rorimcnt rnd tho 241st NVA Rorimcnt, were com- 
mitted in tho Kicholin Rubber Plantation and nortliwestern War Zone 
C, respectively. Neither posed an imminent throat to Operation 
FARGO. 

(4) Tho B525 Training/Replacement Division remained 
deep in Cambodia, west of Loc Ninh ViUar.o. Tho 76th Roplacemont 
Roeimont (-) continued northeast of Loc Ninh Village, also in Cam- 
bodia. 

(5) Tho An Loc Flatoon and tho Loc Ninh Platoon, both 
local guerrilla units which were ronardod as combat effective, were 
available for activities noar their villacos and along National 
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Highway 13. 

b«   Intelligence Sources: 

(1) Initial data on Operation FARGO was irovided by 
liaison visits by regimental staff officers to Hq, II Field Force 
and Hq, 1st Infantry Division. 

(2) Additional detailed intelligence was developed 
from information obtained from US Army Special Forces ?nd ARVN 
sources permanently assicnod to the area.   A significant intelli- 
ßenco base was available at the conclusion of Operation FARGO, and 
the information was provided to the 1st Infantry Division in antic- 
ipation of thoir future operations in the region. 

(3) Because of the heavy onony concentration in the 
area, the E-63 Personnel Detector was used extensively to confirm 
possible enemy locations.   Additionally, information from SLAR mis- 
sions pointed toward enemy infiltration through the Fish Hook Ro- 
Cion and tho area ncrthoast of Loc Ninh Village.   Infra-red missions 
were largely inconclusive due to the various snail fires which occur- 
rod. 

(4) The Regimental Lone Ranro Reconnaissance Patrol 
operated extensively, providing accurate indications of enemy activ- 
ity.   Additionally, thoir role in stay-behind ambush patrols was 
expanded with excellent results,   (See Section 16.   LESSONS LEARNED, 
Para b., (1),) 

d.   Terrain and Weather; 

(1)   The terrain was runer ally suitable for larco-sccle 
armor movement.   The primary restrictions were occasional steep gul- 
lies and donso Jungle which required jun^le-bustinr techniques. 

. (2)   Dry soason conditions continued throughout Opera- 
tion FARGO. • No rain was recorded and warm afternoon temperatures 
in the 90-de^roo ranßo wero ccramon.   Evening temperatures wore very 
cool, often dropping into tho hi :h 50~do;Toe ran;je.   Li£ht winds 
out of the northeast wuro usually variable.   Skios wore clear with 
only occasional scattered clouds,   äarly morning patches of ßround 
foe in tho lowlands occasionally restricted local visibility. 

0.   Enemy Reaction: 

(1)   Viot Cone reaction to Operation FARGO was unex- 
poctedly licht. 
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(2) Scattered lif,ht contacts wore a daily occurrence 
as previously safo enemy aroas wero entered.   Individual and snail 
unit harassing tactics with AT rockets and sniper fire prevailed. 

(3) On 6 Jan, tho regiment had its only major contact 
of the operation when tho 2nd Battalion, 88th 87/. Regiment, which 
had recently moved fron the Bu Dop area, attempted to ambush H Com- 
pany, 2nd Squadron, as that unit oporatcd in the Fish Hook Region. 
(See Section 11.   EXECUTION.) 

(4) An intense small-unit encountor occurred on 9 
Jan when L Troop, 3rd Squadron, on a reconnaissance in force mission 
in northern Tay Ninh Province, was attackod by an 18-nan armor-killer 
team.   (Seo Soction 11.   EXECUTION.) 

e.   Overlay Data;    Tho followinr are locations of enemy 
units prior to Operation FARGO.   Only those units considerod a throat 
cr available to support operations with the flo.^inental Area of Opera- 
tions are listed: 

UNIT LOCATION 

COSVN xnisu 
66th VC Gusrd Ro# XT1494 

Hq 5th VC Div YU2039 

88th NVA Roct YU2739 

275th VC I;o£t YU1702 

Hq 7th NVA Div XT5993 

165th NVA Roct XT7268 

Hq 9th VC Div XU8627 

271st VC Roct 
• 

^U9728 

\    272nd VC Roct XU9825 

»'   273rd VC Ro^t XU9729 

. Hq laiitary Tionion 10 YU4940 

XUA300 

\:$ !?6fch Ropl Roct (-) IU1232 
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UNIT LOCATION 

85th Rear Svo Gp Unlocked, possibly XU93U 

86th Rear Svc Gp XU2829 

9»   (C)   MISSION:   Cccmoncin/! 21 Dec 6?, the 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment was to conduct operations in the Quan Loi-Loc Ninh-Bu Dop area 
to destroy enemy main force units, primarily tho 271st, 27&d, and 
273rd Viet Conr Reciments, clear and socure National Hi^way 13 Ären 
An Loc to Loc Ninh, and provent onony infiltration into the area fron 
Cambodia«   The reticent was also to be proparod to counter any VC'/NVA 
threat developing in the southwest Fish Hook (XT5895) and Tone Lo Chon 
(XT622810) oroLJ on orders from II Field Force. 

10.    (C)   CONCEPT OF THE OPERATION: 

a. Phaso It   On 21 Doc 67, tho Uth ACP. minus the 3rd Squad- 
ron was to move from tho vicinity of Lai Khe to An Loc.   On 22 Dec it 
was to attack north to Loc Ninh *nd open and upgrade National Hichway 
13 to Grade 50.   In addition, it was to conduct land clearing opera- 
tions to a mJnimun of 100 meters on each side of Highway 13 iron the 
bridge in vicinity XT722973 to Loc Ninh to permit movement of a heavy 
artillery battery and oncinecr equipment to Loc Ninh.   It was also to 
provide security for en^Lnoor construction of Firo Support Base Harry 
(XU730085) in vicinity Loo Ninh until 042400H Jan 63.   On orders the 
3rd Squadron was to neve from Blackhcrse Baso Camp to join the re£i- 
mont in tho Loc Ninh area. 

b. Phase II:   On order, the rerimont was to attack along 
tho Loo Ninh-Bu Dop axis, destroy Viet Con; cx*X NVA forces in tho 
area of operations, and open Highway 1AA between Loe Ninh and Bu 
Dop. 

e.   Phaso III:   On order tho roglrent wne to conduct recon- 
naissance in forco operations in tho area of operations to destroy 
VC/NVA forces and establish security positions to block infiltration 
iron Cambodia during TEX In coordination with tho 101st Airborne 
Division* 

d,   Throughout the operation, on order from II Field Force, 
the rocinent was to be preparod to eeuntcr VC/NVA throats developing 
in the southwest area of operations in the vicinity of the Fish Hook/ 
Tone I* Chen Regions. 

U.   (C)   EXECUTION»   Operation FARGO was initiated on 21 Dee 
67 when the 1st and 2nd Squadrons of tho 11th Armored Cavalry Regi- 
ment displaood ttm the Bon Cftt-Phuoc Vinh area (location of Opera- 
tion QUICKSILVER) to the FARGO Area of Operations (see Annex B, Op» 
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orations Overlay).   The 1st Squadron attacked into AO Bengal, north 
of An Loc, 220645H Deo to establish laarer positions Alpha (XT717- 
976) and Bravo (XT720997), Fire Support Base Tom (XU725016) and to 
support 2nd Squadron's AO Battle north of AO Bengal«   The 2nd Squad* 
ron moved through AO Bengal to secure Fire Support Base Harry (XU730- 
085) in the vicinity of Loo fynh and to establish Fire Support Base 
Dick (XU7A06).   Objectives for this phase of the operation (22■- 26 
Deo) were the security of National Highway 13 ir. the Squadron's A0»s, 
the construction of three fire support bases (Ton, Dick, and Harry), 
and the construction of Forward Supply Area and the Regimental Com- 
mand Post at Loo Ninh (XU739098). 

The Christmas Holiday Truce took place from 2UÖ00H Deo to 2518Q0H 
Dec»   There woro two minor incidents durin; this period*   A listening 
post from B Troop observed two Viet Conn apwoaching its position at 
250200H Deo and took them under fire.   At 250800H Deo an 0H~QG in 
which the 1st Squadron Commander was making a reconnaissance near the 
Cambodian border received automatic weapons fire* 

On 26 Deo Rome Plow operations wore be/ un by the 168th Engineer 
Company (ooordinated by the CO, 919th En^-neer Company) to clear the 
jungle to a distance of 100 meters on both uidos of Highway 13 trm 
XT762907 (vicinity An Loo) to XU7ii3073 (vicinity Loo Ninh} and con- 
tinued until 12 Jan 68 when tho operation was completed.   Durinf the 
period of the operation, tho onrineer worl; teams cleared 950 acres 
of litfit to heavy Junslo, thereby virtually olininatinc Viot Cone 
tax collection points and ambush sites alone this portion of Highway 
13*   (See Section 12, Supporting Forces, Engineer•) 

Also on 26 Doo the 1st Squadron minus A Troop moved north of 
Loo Ninh alone Highway 13 to the Ccabodian border to conduct tho 
first reconnaissance in force operation of Operation FARGO*   A Troop 
remained behind to secure AC Bengal and vr.s rejilaeod by G Troop, 
2nd Squadron, OFCCN to the 1st Squadron for the duration of the mis- 
sion*   At 2300 hours, Engineer Support ftiao Bill (XU706178) was es*» 
tablished, and all maneuver elements WOTJ deployed in AO Cajsrice. 
OpoTAtions woro conducted alone Highway 13 to tho Cambodian border, 
but no enemy contact was made«   At 2714C0:? Doc, the mission was ter- 
minated without incident ai*d by 1600 hours all elements had returned 
to AO Benral»   Upon arriving at Loo Ninh, G Troop reverted to tho 
eontrol of tho 2nd Squadron, and A Troop retumod to 1st Souadron 
control« 

The 2nd Squadron conducted an extensive reconnaissance in force 
operation durinf; 29-30 Doe in tho area northeast of Loo Ninh, but 
tho enemy avoided all contact with tho squadron« 

Cm 30 Dec tho 3rd Squadron departed Blaekhcrse Base Camp to 
join tho regiment in Operation FAROO and established a fire support 
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bast* northwest of Loc Ninh alonf Kirhway IAA (XU739098). From 
this location, the souadron conducted local reconnaissance in 
force ojwations during the period 1-5 Jan 6C. Licht'contact 
was made on several occasions with enemy F.FO teams, possibly 
operating in conjunction with a tax collection point. 

In January the 1st Squadron continued its mission of socurine 
tho Regimental Command Fost, tho Forward Supply *rea, the Rome 
Plow teams cluarinc Highway 13, and the logistical convoys between 
Loc Ninh and An Loc, In audition, troop-size reconnaissance in 
force operations woro conductod daily durinf the period 6-11 Jan 
by B Troop and D Company, resulting in tho discovery and destruc- 
tion of numerous enomy bunkers in tho vicinity of XU765138 «id 
XT708079. 

Ch 6 Jan the only major contact of tho operation occurred 
when tho 2nd Squadron was ambushed by the 2n^. Battalion, 88th NVA 
fcokinont, in tho donse junrlo of tho Fish Koek He. Ion (:n,5895).» 
southwest of tho Blackhorse AO, At 0808 hours, an advance element 
of the enemy force attackod prematurely, and led II Company to be- 
lieve initially that they had contact with only an enemy sauad. 
An NVA soldier captured after the battle revealed that his superi- 
ors had told him the ambush woul.l le directed a ainst a truck con- 
voy. Undoubtedly surmised by the une;qx:cteäly heavy return tiro 
which tho tanks delivered, tho North Vietnamese soldiers retreatod 
from their bunkers alonf the entire len,^th of their ambush position, 
H Company pursued, but its maneuverability was suvcrely restricted 
by tho thick vofctation in the area, Hoavy .-round contact continued 
until 1Q30 hours when H Company withdrew to allow closo air support 
and artillery fires to be brought to. bear upon the enemy1 s positions. 
Seven airstrikos wore mado, erraloyin- napalm, hifh explosiv« bombs, 
and 2tom cannon fire. Helicopter rtinshi;* also assaulted enemy lo- 
cations, S Troop was then moved into the area and after dismounting, 
it participated in a combined tank-infantry sweep of the area with 
H Company, This maneuver succeeded in routin;; any remaining enemy 
elements. The jnsuinc pursuit, however, failed to regain contact 
with tho enemy, and air strikes and artillery were called in on sus- 
pocted enemy withdrawal routes, A subsequent search ox the area 
rovcalud that 40 enemy had been kL".lod (body count), Che prisoner 
of war was takon, US losses were three killed and six wounded« 
In addition, throe AX-47, one HFC-7, and el.-ht HFC-7 rounds wcro 
captured, 20 enemy bunkers were discovered and destroyed at tho 
«■bush site. 

On 6 Jan the 3rd Squadron moved southeast alons Highway 246 
to tho vicinity of tho Special Forces Camp at Ton;; Le Chon (XT622- 
610), Tho squadron established a fire support base and initiated 
roconn^iesanco in iorce operations in northern Tay Ninh Province, 
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On 9 Jan, while operating south of the Fish Hook Region (XT5895), 
the 3rd Squadron, 11th AGB, had contacts with several three-man 
armor-killer teams from the 271st VC Reeimont. The enemy achieved 
moderate success as *,ho US losses were six WHA and one tank damaged». 
The enemy force suffered no known casualties* The dense junfle 
enabled the enemy to achieve surprise and severely hampered effective 
en&xtfement and pursuit by the squadron. A Hci Chanh who was involved 
in this action stated that he was one of 18 enemy soldier3 who left 
their base camp in Cambodia every morning in six three-nan RPG-7 
armor-killer teams and moved south into the squadron5s AÖ. He fur- 
ther stated that a team consisted of one JTinner armed with the new 
RPG-7 (Rocket Propelled Gronade) and two ammunition bearers carry- 
ing three rockets each and armed with AX47. The mission of each 
team was to destroy one armored vehicle and then return to base 
areas within the Fish Hook Re;i,on across the Cambodian border. 

On 10 Jan the 3rd Squadron became OPCCN to the 3rd Brigade, 
25th Infantry Division, mid participated in Operation YETJL0WST0NE, 
conducted west of the Fish Hook Region in-Tay Ninh Province The 
squadron, operating with the 2nd Battalion, 22nd Mechanized Infantry, 
performed rooonnaissance in fcrco operations in this aroa with only 
liCht contact limited to mininr and armor-killer team attacks« Oh 
13 Jan the 3rd Squadron reverted to refinontal control. 

The 3rd Squadron moved from Ton£ Lo Chen en 14 Jan and estab- 
lished defensive positions alon*' Hifhway 13 in the Loc Ninh area« 
The 3rd Squadron also assumed the duties previously assigned to the 
1st Squadron of securing the Regimental Command Post and Forward 
Supply Area and .yovidinc escort for the lolstical convoys between 
An Loc and Loc Ninh. It continued these missions until 21 Jan when 
Operation FARGO was terminated. 

On 14 Jan tho 1st Squadron moved northeast on Route 14A toward 
Bu Dop under OPCTJ) FARGO LINCOLN. While novinr; toward Fire Support 
Base Knife (XU68A185), D Company captured two Viet Cofttf in vicinity 
XU8751Ö5« B Troop and D Company established Fire Support Base Knife 
and A Troop and C Troop occupied Fire Support Base Sleopcr (XU8C0125). 
During subsequent reconnaissance in force operations in vicinity . 
Fire Support Base Knife, D Company made two contacts with small Viet 
Cone patrols, killing one enemy soldier. Three days later, a Viet 
Cone believed to have boen wounded in one of the fights rallied to 
B Troop. 

A Troop, soarchinß in vicinity XU850155 where one of its ACAV» s 
had boen struck by an RPG round, located a recently occupied battal- 
ion-size base camp. Captured material was evacuated, and tho camp 
was destroyed. 
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On 17 J'ua ihi. 1st Squadron minus B Troop and D Company at Fire 
Support Base Knife, moved from Fire Support Base Sleeper« Howitzer 
Battery moved into Fire Support Case Knife while the rest of the 
squadron continued to Fire Support Base Sharp (XU854153). Reconnais- 
sance in force operations were conducted fron these fire support 
bases until 19 Jan when the entire squa ron was consolidated at Fire 
Support Base Sleeper for a two-day maintenance period in preparation 
for future operations and the AGI/C122 to be held in February. 

On 21 Jan the 2nd Squadron terminated Operation FARGO and moved 
into attack positions .along Highway 13 to join the 101st Airborne 
in Operation ATTALA/CASET. 

12. (C) SUPPORTING FORCES* 

a. Artillery 

(1)   Artillery units firing in support of the regiment 
during Operation FARGO were the organic howitzer batteries; 4 Battery, 
6th Battalion, 27th Artillery^ and C Battery, 6th Battalion, 27th 
Artillery.   The two batteries from the 27th Artillery wore assigned 
the mission of general support to the 11th Armer ed Cavalry Regiment 
by II Field Force Artillery.   Each was a composite 175ram/öM battery 
and could cover the regiment *s operations to within 2000 meters of 
the Cambodian lurder.   Also under regimental operational control 
was one platoon of K42»s (twin Atari dusters) of A Battery, 5th Bat- 
talion, 2nd Artillery, mo searchlight platoon (four lights) of I 
Battery, 29th Artillery, and a section of H55's (four cal. ,50 ma- 
chineguns) of D Battery, 71st Artillery (AD).   Those elements were 
integrated into the perimeter defense plan for the Loc Ninh area 
and the Regimental Forward Support area, in the vicinity of the Loo 
Ninh airstrip. 

were: 
(2)   The types of artillery ftres employed during FARGO 

(a) Defensive concentrations 

(b) Observer-adjusted missions 

(c) Harassment an! interdiction 

(d) Navigational 

(o) Preparations 

(f)   Are-planned fires en call 
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(3) The following Fire Support Bases were used by V 
supporting artillery units during FARGOs » 

(a) F3B Ton (XU7201) How Btry l/ll 

(b) FSB Dick (XU7406) .  How Btry 2/11 

(c) FSB Harry (XU7307) C Btry 6/27 Arty 

(d) FSB Tat (XT6399) How Btry 2/11 

(e) FSB San (XU7912) How Btry 3/ll 

(f) An Loc (XT7899) A Btry 6/27 Arty 

(4) Each of the above FSB locations was within range 
of at least one of the other FSB locations and within range of the 
Composite General Support Battery at Cyxim Loi. This positioning 
insured maximum artillery support. Artillery fires wore available 
throughout the Regimental AO and were immediately on call during 
each of the squadrons1 reconnaissance in force operations. Another 
factor enhancing the effectiveness of the artillery support was the 
0-1 aircraft provided daily by II Field Force for an aerial artillery 
observer. This air observer was available for all convoy moves as 
well as during tactical operations» By use of this aircraft, observed 
artillery fires could te utilized for precision fire or follow-up 
of intelligence reports as required, 

(5) New Techniques: During Operation FARGO« each tine 
a fire support base was vacated, fires wore scheduled on that location 
and incorporated as Hfcl fires. Also, at varying times throughout the 
night, massed fires would bo delivered on the vacant FSB, Previous 
experience showed that the Viet Cong dug up vacated FSB for items of 
use to then or omplaccd mines to harass returning artillery units. 
Incorporating thoso locations in the IftI fires and keeping them under ' I 
surveillance reduced Viet Cong access to these areas,                    , j 

b. Engineer 

(1) Direct engineer support was provided by the 919th , j 
Shgineer Company (Armored), Initially, the 1st Platoon, 919th En- 
gineers, provided support to the 1st Squadron, and the 3rd Platoon 
supportod the 2nd Squa/lron, When the 3rd Squadron joined the opera- 
tion on 30 Doc, the 2nd Platoon provided it with direct support. j . j 
Throughout tho operation, the company command post was located with I j 
the Regimental Command Post, ' 

i 
(2) During the first phase of the operation, the'919th I. 

Page 10 j 

i 

: i 

CONFIDENTIAL 



üra HI,m, HI in,m i s—m wmmmfmimmmmmmmmmi'^ammriKt^^^^^^^f 

tf 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Engineer Company was charged with coordination of the route clearing 
mission along National Highway 13 from XT762907 to XÜ7Ü3073. A team 
of 6 Rome Plows was organized and assigned as follows: 

ROME TLto\Si UNIT: 

1 919th Engineer Company (Armored) 

4 9th Infantry Division 

2 557th Light Equipment Company 

1        Hq Company. 168th Engineer Battalion (C) 

(3) The company was also charged with the responsibil- 
ity of constructing defensivo Lunkers and aircraft revetments in the 
Forward Support Area at Loc Ninh. This platoon-sized mission was 
rotated among tho three platoons selected as the tactical situation 
permitted« To satisfy tho immediate need for helicopter revetments, 
700 empty 55 gallon POL drums wore transported from Quan Loi to the 
Forward Support /»roa. Elements of the com; *ny constructed two fixed- 
wing rovotmonts and six UH~1 rovetmonts* Two of tho UH-1 revetments 
were constructed using M-Ö matting. 

(4) The company also conducted jungle cloaring opera- 
tions to provide suitable aroa3 for landing zones and command posts« 
In addition to the land clearing operations, tho company dug emplace- 
ments for vehicles and constructed berms around tho command post lo- 
cations using its organic tank-dozers and bulldozer» 

(5) Ono laterito barrow pit wis developed at XU727029 
for the purpose of filling 55-gallon drums to bo used in aircraft 
rovetmonts and for general fortification work. 10,000 cubic yards 
of fill were provided from this pit, which was completely stripped 
at the termination of the operation. 

(6) During tho continuing mine sweeping operations, 
elements of the 919th Engineers detected and destroyed fivo antitank 
mines and ovacuated ono antitank mine (H1A1) for ovaluation« The 
company lost ono M4&A3 Tank-dozer duo to mine damage when the tank 
struck an ostimatod 35-pound mino at XT57CÖ43. 

c. Chemical: 

(1) E-63 Personnel Detector Missions: Tho 33rd Chemi- 
cal Detachment conducted almost daily personnel detector missions over 
suspected enemy base camp sites and infiltration routes along the 
Cambodian border. 
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ten H* CS ^J^tSt^SSr^l^V^T   °* 2° *" " cneny force rtiscOTorod lV- = -°?.W'- x.-cu a Ui:-1D on a suspected 
«My irecededir   VonLn^ ^1,dC'"CCtcr ld5sion whioh tocodi- 

dv   Arny Aviation: 

rouaSrS 7 SS^J 'J35,gaUona of JP-4 fuo1' "*1 AM« 235,075 

(2)   Baploynont: 

Ntirabor ^of; Sorties 

OH-23G 

UH-1C 

ÜH-U) 

Control 

1,545 

215 

Troop Lift 

385 

Total Sortiofl     4,630 

(3)   Maintenance: 

On Hand 

0H-23G 16 

UH-1C 12 

UH-1D 19 

o.   Air Porco 

Rocon 

27 

16 

38 

Cargo Lift 

96 

jlfciini s tr ative 

298 

Aerial 
Support & 
Reaction 
Forco 

760 

1,250 

Casualty Evacuation 

0 

Avail Vulo 

11.8 

9.5 

15.3 
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(1) The Regimental Tactical Air Control Party (TACP) 
was located with the Regincntal Cornand Post throughout the opera- 
tion.   Aircraft were flown out of Loo Ninh during tho *ay with an 
aircraft on night alert also at Loc Hinh«    Operations At Loc Ninh 
were nade feasible by transporting a fuel punp froivBien Hoa Air 
Base and by construction of revetments on the air.fJ.old. 

(2) While at Loc Ninh, the radio ncjuni from an KL08 
joop was installed in the S-3 Air track*   This gare tetter recep- 
tton/tr«n»nfU*ion power on all radios in addition'to giving greater 
prbtoctioo %o the radios and operator« 

(3) Sorties Flown: 

0-1 122 

F-100 144 

F-4C 18 

B-57 2 ' 

A-37 17 

(4) Ordnance Expendo'l: (in rounc 

UU-27 260 

MK-82 291 

KK-81 12 

MK-117 133 

CBU 6 

Pwockets 16 

Caliber • 50 1600 

20r.;n 649,200 

7*62ro 57,000 

(5)   Berti Danage Assessment: 

Bunkers Destroyed 88 

Daoagod 6 
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Uncovered 1 

Trenches Destroyed 25 

Uncovered 30 

Trails Uncovered 85 

Structures Destroyed 7 

Damaged • 1 

Foxholes Destroyed 10 

Uncovered 2 

f. Civic Affairs/Psychological Warfaro: The Civic Affairs 
efforts were directed at coordinating road-clearing operations along 
Highway 13, rapid processing of incidents with Vietnamese civilians, 
and repairing damage done to civilian property. Before the o;.>uration 
began, it was decided that road clearing operations in the Regimental 
Command Post and Forward Support Area locations would not be coordi- 
nated until the regiment arrived in the area of operations. This was 
done in order to disguise the timing and nature of Oporation FARGO. 
Tho Psychological Warfare effort consisted of a Chieu Hoi campaign, 
a reward campaign, rapid reaction to intelligence, and a social 
effort dovotod to familiarizing the population in tho FARGO Area of 
Operations with tho pur pose of the operation« 

(1) Civic Affairs: 

(a) Two problems dovaloped in this area, Tho 
province chiof of Long Binh Province did not want rubber trees cut 
along tho roads, and the management of the CECO Plantation in Loc 
Ninh was displeased with tho presence of the regiment in tho area. 
The resolution of these difficulties, particularly thoso with tho 
plantation owner occupied considerable time from 22 Doc 67 to 15 
Jan 68« 

(b) Tho resistance of tho province chief was 
overcome when Lt. General Vfoyan»1, Ccnmanding General, II Field Force, 
convinced tho III Ccrps Commander that rubber trees should bo cut 
when thero was a definite tactical need to do so. 

(c) Tho plantation management was concerned for 
sovoral roa3ons. First, they did not lil:o the regiment13 occupation 
of plantation land along the airstrip, Second* thoy felt that their 
own socurity was threatened I y the ia?G3oncc of tactical units which 
night invito Viot Cong attacks. Third, they feared that the regiment's 
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eventual departure would lead to reprisals» The management there- • 
fore requested that the regiment cither re-locate its Command 
Post or include the hones of the iv*nagemont inside its perimeter• 
Since the airfield was necessary for operations and logistical 
support, the first request could not be granted. The second re- 
quest, if granted, would have required tying additional conbat 
elements to a static defense mission; therefore, it was also 
denied. Despite this and the cutting of rubber trees along the 
airfield, the plantation management cooperated by offering a 
water point and pump for the regiment's use and by providing 
general intelligence of the area, 

(d) Civic action was limited primarily by the 
location and missions cf the squadrons during the operation, 450 
pounds of food were distributed in the Loc Ninh area, and the 
North and South Gates of the village were repaired after they 
were damaged by track vehicles. Finally,, one KEDC/J1 was conducted, 
and 33 people wero treated, 

(2) Psychological War faros 

(a) 31 serial leaflet missions wero flown in sup- 
port cf Operation FARGO, dropping a total of 1,703,300 leaflets, 
27 aorial loudspeaker missions wore flown, totaling 19 hours, A5 
minutes of broadcast time. This effort was equally divided between 
a pre-Tet Chicu Hoi campaign and a reward for information campaign, 

(b) There v/as little response from the Vietnamese 
pooplo in tho area of operations. They were net unfriendly but 
wore reserved. This was the first tine that a US tactical unit 
had r«mined in tho area for any length of timo* Thero was no 
response at all to the reward for information campaign, 

(o) Three Hoi Chanho cane to the regiment during 
Operation F/JIGO. Ono of them had a feet Ham off which accounts 
for his rallying, yet throe was an unusually high number of re- 
turnoos for such a short period* Until the regiment arrived, no 
ooncontratod PSYOrS had been conducted in the oroa, and little 
of what had boon done was in conjunction \.lth tactical operations. 
This nay account for the two unwour.ded Hoi Chanhs, A tape re- 
cording of oach of these returnee3 was made for imnediato PSYOPS 
loudepoakor exploit ati on. 

13. (C) nSSULTS: 

Friendly Losses 
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Personnel: KIA WIA 

13 79 • 

Equipment: Damaged 

M48AJ km Tsnk-Dor.er 

2 2 1 

Destroyed 

N48A3 ACAV 

2 9 

Enemy Losses 

Personnel: KIA (BC) KIA (Poss)       Pa/ Hoi Chanhs 

49       22      3      3 23 

Fortifications: Bunkers   Foxholes   Rats  Bs.se Cnnps 

661      458     8      14 

Equipment: Duds Mines AK-47 RPG-2 Rd3 RPG-3 Rd3 RPG-7 Launcher 

6    8    5     4      1        1 

RPQ-7 Eds   Gren Launcher   Gren   Kort Rds   Doc (in lbs)   Mod SupKin lbs) 

7 2 23 8 39 2 

Clothing(in lbs)       Bombs       '?obacco(in lbs) 

100 3 122 

Foodstuff s(in pounds): Rise Sugar Candy 

25/3 1200 200 

14.    (F0U0;    :jygNISBfc»?iyE I'ATTKRSt 

a*   Logistical Support: 

(l)   During Operation FARGO, the regiment was supported 
logistically from a Forward Support Area (FSA Lewis) established by 
the Saigon Support Command.   FSA Lewis was formed at An Loo on 23 
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Doc 67, moved to Loc Ninh on % WJ 25 Dec 6? and was activalv 
supporting the roginent by 26 Dec 67/ actively 

(3)    F3A Lewis was stocked by the 29th Gonor.il 
Support Group utilizing lojislical convoys originating in the 
Long Binh area.    The convoy schedule r-rovidod for two northbound 
and two southbound convoy's during a five-day period. 

.   ■. ,w w* /w-uv4.^:1/ ÜÜ uevexopefi mc 
required a wcelc to rectiiy.   The refilling of expended vehicle 
fire extinguishers was a probleci throughout the operation. 

(5) Logistical convoys were utilized by the squad- 
rons as the principal neans of rj&u\>plyc    Convoy novensnt within 
the regiment was controlled by the rcgtoencC S-4,    Convoys nov- 
ing south of iji Loc \<ere coordinated with the 1st Division Trans- 
portation Oflie r. 

(6) CH-47 sorties wurc used whenever, duo to tho 
tactical situation, it became inrractical or ir.possiblo to ro~ 
supply by conv*-- ,   ;. total of 377 sortios were flown in support 
of Operation FARCO.   * breakdown of sorties by squadron follows: 

1st Squadron - 123 

2nd Squairon - 91 

3rd Tcuairon - 158 

(7) Three I.50O and one 3,COO gaHor.-per-hcur 
ordlators provide1, water Tor t,!e r« ginur.t.   «»vorago water con- 
sumption was ZT.,000 ^llons daily. 

F;JIG0 follow: (C)    .lass tZi And v consunptiai totals for Operation 

(a)   Class XII 

üiescl 

Logas 

231,000 gallons 

69,000 gallons 

Tare 17 
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(b)   Class V 

Ctg 5.56cm 294,300 rds 

Ctg 7.62m 2,303,700 rds 

Ctg Gal..4: 52,000 rda 

Ctg Cal .50 452,640 rda 

*&» HS 18,690 rds 

40m HE Linked 3,040 rds 

4.2 in HE 12,540 rds 

4.2 in Illun ISO rds 

4.2 in WP 1,140 rds 

90fc3ft HE 150 rds 

90nn Canister 1,380 rds 

155m m 7,320 rds 

155M» Illun 510 rds 

2*?5 in docket HE 120 rds 

Hand Qron, frag 1,740 rds 

Hand Gren, Srit, All Colors    2,340 rds 

Kino, Claynorc 720 ea 

Flare, Trip 3,600 c* 

©wgo, Dcno C4 4,200 oa 

Cord, Dot 67,200 ft 

(9)   Problem ;JM«S:    Fron the beginning of this 
operation until the first we^k of Jan tho water supply syston 
proved to be unreliable, due to repeated erdlator brcakdovna. 
During this period, it bectne necessary to dispit.ch frequent 
eonvoya to Cuan Loi, tho nearest altcroato source of potable 
water. 
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b.   Signal: 

(1) The initial planning for the operation was con- 
ducted on a short notice basis.   All of the initial planning and 
coordination was accomplished in two days; however, the communi- 
cations for Operation FARGO wore better than those of previous 
operations, 

(2) Communications to Higher Headquarters 

(a) F11-/.M autonatic retransmission unit on 
the II Field Force Command Net was established by 53rd Signal 
Battalion on Hill 837. 

(b) AK-SSB - i'Jf/GKC 106 was provided by 53rd 
Signal Battalion for regimental use in the II Field Force SS3 
Command Net« 

(c) AK-IUST - AN/GT.C 26 D was provided by 53rd 
Signal Battalion for RATT communications in the II Field Force 
Command Net EOT. 

(d) Land-line 2KRC-73 12»channel VHF systems 
and 2KRC-112 4-channol systems were rrovided by 53rd Signal Bat- 
talion, ■ A ROC-17 land-line carrier* «or from tho 53rd Signal Bat« 
xalion provided land-lino teletype ccmnunication.   Land-line tele- 
phono communications with II Fiold Fcrce were maintained on the 
VHP system«. 

(3) Communications from Regimental Field Location 
to Base Camp: 

(a) The distrtneo from Loc Ninh to Blaclchorso 
Base Camp precluded effective FM communications.   No Vaoo station 
was set up at Blackhorse sir*ce there wore no tactical units of 
the regiment at that location« 

(b) Ati-r.OT ceraunieations wore maintained on 
the Hoginontal C<rtäand/lu:olligoru?c Not.   The organic An/^C 29 
provided sufficient 24-hcur ccrcunicatlan with the baso camp, 

(c) Two VHF land-lino circuits provided tele- 
phone communications with the base car.p, 

(4) Special Rivlpment and Techniques:   *Vn 82-foot 
telojhone pole was ^rovi'cd by fcho l*»t Sif^al Brigade for use >dth 
tho \W v.tonna *i vhc chot to Hiii o37»   Shis pole provided the 
Uw^üfiary hcijnt *o $;t a clear ßhot cv«r tho rubber trues in the 
Roginental Coriaand fces* area. 
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(5) Radio Nets and Telephone-Teletype Circuits Used: 

(a) Radio Nets: 

1 FM nets as specified in the 11th ACR 
SOI wore utilized. 

2 AM-RATT cormunications on the Regimen- 
tal Command/intelligence Net RATT and the II Field Force operations 
Net. 

(b) Telephone Circuits: 

1 Internal shared trunk circuits were estab- 
lished within the Regimental Command Post area in accordance with 
Field SOP* In addition, an F3A switchboard was established* Shared 
trunk circuits outside the Regimental Command Pest and Forward Sup- 
ply Area included Quan Loi, II Field Force TOO, Long Giao, and the 
Special Forces Camp at Loc Ninh, 

2 Three dedicated circuits were established 
between the Regimental TOC and the II Field Force switchboard9   In 
addition, dedicated circuits for coordination purposes were estab- 
lished with the 5th AS.VH Division;» the 1st Brigade of the 1st Inr- 
fantry Division, the 1st Division Artillery at Quan Loi, and the 
Air Cavalry Troop of the 11th ACR at Lai Khe. 

2. As in previous operations an excessive 
amount of time was needed to establish telephone circuits exter- 
nal to the Command Post. 

(c) A direct tactical teletype circuit was es- 
tablished betweon the Regimental TOC and II Field Force» 

c. Fersonnol and Administration 

(1) Administrative operations continued in a normal 
manner. A message center was established in tho forward area for 
distribution of reports and mosr;a^o5 to forward units, Courier 
service was established en a twice-daily basis between base camp 
and tho forward area. Casualty and strength reports for units. 
in the fiold were suit by radio to the Forward Command Post and 
forwarded to base oamp by telephone. Casualty reports were then 
telephoned to U5ARV from the base camp. 

(2) Casualties: 

KIA 13 
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j 
WL; 79 

i Non-Battle Dead 2 
* Injuries 19 

• 
(3) Personnel Services: 

Field 

(a) Religious: 

Catholic 

Services 

68 

Attendance 

Protestant 

Field 

Services 

43 

Attendance 

483 

(b) Rod Cross Clubnobile: The Clubmobile made 
visits to the 24th and 93rd Evacuation Hospitals in Long Binh. 

(4) Discipline, Law, and Order: There were four 
serious incidents during Operation FARGO* Thoro wore throe ve- 
hicle accidonts and one accidental shooting« 

(5) Awrxds and Decorations: The following awards 
were processed for Operation FARGO: 

Silver Star 

Bronze Star ,lV" 

Air Modal »V» 

5 

28 

ACK »V» 9 

15*    (C)   CCf:P?yyS UVX'iglS:    Operation FARGO achieved 
•success in countering an* increase in enewy activity in the newly» 
formed Military Region 10,   Trcnumably becauso of the presence 
of the Uth Armored Cavalry Rosinen^—the 5th and 9th Viet Cong 
Divisions abstained from infiltrating largo forces into the area 
of operations with one exception»   On 6 Jan, the.2nd Battalion, 
Ö8th NVA Rogiment« operating with the 5th Viet Cong Division.« 
ambushed H Company of the 2nd Squadron«   The enemy lost 40 men in the 
battle which followed.   Following this abortive attempt« the major 
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enemy units remained encamped in sanctuaries across the Cambodian 
border and limited their operations to dispatching armor-killer 
teams of three men each on a daily basis* As a result of this 
harassment, there was an increase in the number of enemy contacts 
after 6 Jan, but none of them was major in nature. 

The regiment also accomplished its mission of clearing 100 
meters of jungle from the sides of National Highway 13 between 
An Loc and Loc Ninh. The security of this portion of the road 
was greatly improved as a result of Operation FARGO* 

16. (C) LESSONS LEARNED: 

a. Operations: 

(1) Item: Combined armor and infantry operations 
in the jungle. 

Discuscion: When operating in heavy jungle, 
infantry must' be cross-attached to amor units. Throughout the 
3rd Squadron's operations along Highway 13 and in the Fish Kook 
Region, the need for dismounted infantry was quite apparent. The 
thiok jungle made the tanks extremely vulnerable to armor-killer 
teams. Throughout these actions tho ItPG fire was directed from 
ranges of less than 25 feet* 

Observation: Dismounted infantry should bo 
used to provide arnorod vehicles with the necessary security to 
allow then to work in heavily vegetated areas. CITS forces were 
used as dismounted infantry while working in the Fish Hook Region; 
however, they wure not accustomed to working with cavalry and tho 
language barrier was a problem. 

(2) Item: VC/NVA mine activity in northeastern 
Tay Ninh rrovinco. " 

Pis cu? si op: Tho 3rd Squa-!ron encountered 15 
AT minos In northeastern"fay Ninh rrcvince* Theso nines woro 
both along Highway 2/+6 a& well as in the jungle area north of 
the highway. Tho nines appeared to have been laid en routes used 
by trackod vehicles in the pact. They were .also laid in old fire 
support bases and landing zones. 

Observation? The souadrcn avoided the use of 
all old roads and trails after making this observation. In addi- 
tion, they did not use any old fire support bases. 
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b.   Anbush Petrols 

(1) Itcw    UTS stay-behind ambush patrols. 

Discussij;n:   The 11th .\morcrt Cavalry Regiment 
LTJir proved very successful in a stay-behind anbush patrol role. 
This unit was employed throe tines in this type of mission, twico 
gaining contact and killing a total of throe Viet Cons«    The most 
effective technique was to deploy the LPJi? in the area of a com- 
nand post closed by one of the squadrons,, particularly if the 
cennand pest was near the Cambodian border. 

Observation;    Small bands of Viet Cong would 
nove to the abandoned command post location to collect itens of 
value and to plant idnes in the area to hinder US units which 
night return to the old location.   Toward the close of Operation 
F.ltGO, the eneny was nerc reluctant to explore recently evacuated 
connand posts. 

(2) It en:   Daylight anbush patrols around amor 
laager positions. 

Discussion!    The 3rd Squadron was successful 
in anbushing Viet Cong force's by establishing platoon laagor 
positions and setting up daytime dismounted ambush patrols in 
the surrounding area. 

Observation;    The Viet Cons so°n learn the 
location of tracked vehicles in an area and tend to novo around 
or approach tho position without oxpocting dismounted elements 
in the surrounding aroa. 

c«   Aorial Operations; 

W   2£H!S   Dcceptivonoss cf aorial recennaissanco 
in the jungle. 

Di^cuüs:' on:   Although the aerial observer is 
of high value to ground fwcL-o in Jwglo operations, ho has cer- 
tain limitations with regard to assisting /ground movement.   Even 
when flying at treetop level, it was learned that the aerial ob- 
server could not ccrroctly estimate tho height or density cf trees 
and grass.   Sven ncro important is the inability to correctly 
Judge soil trafficability frcn the air.   On several occasions, 
ground ccv "traders have boon directed by tho aorial observer to 
apparent]:' acoossiblo area3, only to discovor that the ground 
was too soft to support armored vehicles. 

Observation;   The aerial observer can be of 

Page 23 

CONFIDENTIAL 



ww«^riiiuiiuuiu^ni»>v«w<mmnpiwipipnmi«lMi>iiilJiiJH«iiiini.Li|lWii wnmmmm *m*mmmmmmm 

CONFIDENTIAL /i\ 

groat navigational assistance to the ground coxiander in tho jun- 
gle; however, only ground reconnaissance con deternino the traf- 
ficability of the terrain and the density of the foliage, 

d.   Civic Affairs: 

(1)   Iten:    Advance coordination fcr route clearing 
and the location of connanc! and logistical olonents on private 
property. 

Discussion:   V/hencver the security of «n opera—i 
tion porraits, advance coordination should be nade fcr rente clear- 
ing and tho location of conr.iand and logistical elencnts on pri- 
vate property«   About ton days is necessary to coordinate the cut- 
ting of vegetation (r.i03tly trees with an cconcrdc value) on pri- 
vate iroperty.   Two or three days adv^icu coordination is desir- 
able for unit locations on yrivate property. 

Observation:    Whüo advance coordination would 
have aided substnntially in minimizing problems of route clearing 
and location of tactical units on private property^ the threat 
of nines and booby traps and the cc«p,?cüiso of the regincnt!s 
arrival nnd nission in the Loc Ninh area n-.de such advance coor- 
dination unwise during Operatin K31G0. 
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Task Organization 

1st Squadron Rogtoental Ccntrol 

1st Platoon, 919th Engr Hq T*p, 11th W 

2nd Squadron 46th Sot Dog ^ 

3rd Platoon, 919th Engr 919th Engr Co (-) 

3rd Squadron 33rd ^ Det 

2nd Platoon, 919th Engr 409th VS. Det 

Mr Cavalry TVnnp 541st Ml Dot 

17th PI Dot 

28th MH Dot 

j 37th Mod Co 

I 398 Trans Dot (CHM) 

11th TACP 
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